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Xu Dishan is not only an outstanding writer in the history Chinese modern 
literature, but also a well-known expert in many fields such as religion literature, 
folklore, anthropology and archaeology. By sorting modern and contemporary 
researches on Xu in China and world, the author discovers that most of them focus on 
the domain of literature. This shows that there is still an enormous and unexploited 
research space for Xu. Thus, this dissertation chooses Xu as the research subject and 
tries to discuss Xu’s value and significance in the history of thought visual field. 
Under the background of Chinese modernity, this dissertation investigates his 
attitude and opinion to questions about enlightenment, modernity, culture conflicts 
between Chinese and Western, religion and modern scholarship. 
The dissertation consists of five parts: 
Chapter one discusses Xu's enlightenment thought. During the period of the 
journal New Society published every ten days, he actively thought about social issues 
and participated in educational enlightenment practice. His system of educational 
enlightenment was formed in this period. After the May Fourth period, enlightenment 
encountered several serious problems in China. Xu, however, broke through the 
dilemma of enlightenment and continued to promote enlightenment by education. Xu 
took the enlightenment as his life-long career and realized clearly it was very long and 
difficult. 
Chapter two mainly discusses Xu Dishan’s reflection on modernity. The 
reflection can be divided into three aspects. First, he reflected on rationality. He 
acutely discovered mechanical work is the cause of people’s alienation and rationality 
of science leads to the loss of poetry in the life. He consequently resisted knowledge 
rationality and excluded city civilization. It was more invaluable for him to realize the 
confliction between rationality and non-rationality and apply non-rationality to 
confront rationality. Second, Xu contemplated the problem about subjectivity. Xu 
questioned people’s subjectivity and understands the relationship between human and 
nature under the view of intersubject. Third, he thought over the relationship between 















development of modernity in west so that he concerned with and thought over 
Chinese religious problems. 
Chapter three mainly discusses Xu’s culture character. Xu loved the Chinese 
traditional culture. However, he could realize the shortages in Chinese traditional 
culture by contrasting west culture and attempted to take advantage of west culture to 
repair the defect of Chinese traditional culture. This very moderate cultural character 
was affected by his strong nationalist sentiment, the mean thought and the 
anthropology culture being on the rise just now. 
Chapter four mainly discusses Xu’s religious ideology. In the wave of 
anti-religious, Xu is the only person who approved the value and significance of 
religions. He tried to implant religious spirit into China in order to rebuild a value 
system of new times, encounter spirit crisis and resolve social problems. Although 
Xu's reason religion didn’t transcend the viewpoint of west enlightenment thinkers, it 
was more significant and valuable for him to advocate religions in China where 
religious root was poor. 
Chapter five discusses the scholarly sources and independence of Xu. On study, 
his pursuit is that one is wide learning and has a retentive memory. His research 
method inherited the textual study in Qing Dynasty and absorbed the scientific spirit 
of the west. He resolved to learn and advocated the separation politics and academy. 
He kept a distance from the popular learning style. All his studies show the spirit of 
independence and freedom in the May Fourth period. 
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